ATTACHMENT B
Written Testimony in Opposition

Twy[a Melton A1l11-2-22-2021

From; Sara Baker <sbaker6749@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, February 21, 2021 11:54 AM
To: Twyla Melton

Subject: Testimony for S1111

| won’t be able to testify in person. Please include this in the record and distribute to the members

Thank you
Sara Baker
8704 Ustick Rd
Boise ID 83704

For years, we Boiseans have been represented on the City Council by those who live basically within spitting distance of
each other, the North and East Ends. Those council people never wanted to create districts by geography. So finally, the
legislature in 2020 changed the law to require cities over 100,000 to have geographic districts.

Idaho code 50-707A states

(2) Each district shall consist of one (1) or more contiguous election precincts as established pursuant to the provisions
of chapter 3, title 34, Idaho Code, and each district shall, to the nearest extent possible, contain the same number of
people based upon the MOST RECENT FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS (which is 2010).

But now, $1111 puts that effort on hold for two more years AND allows those elected who don’t live in the new district
to serve another two years pushing it out to 2025! The reason? The 2020 census results are delayed. But will it really
make that much of a difference to do it now? Hardly. Only Boise would be covered by the 2020 statute change stated
above. Meridian and Nampa {maybe) would automatically geographically district when they receive their 2020 census
results.

Putting together a district map isn’t rocket science. It's only complicated by politics. All one has to do is take the total
population, divide by six, carve out contiguous and compact districts and then adjust precincts in or out to allow for a
population deviation of no more than 10%. Ideally you want the deviation to be as close to zero as possible. That could
be done today. When the 2020 census results come out, the district populations could be tallied up and precincts
adjusted. It can be done quickly with a calculator because it’s just math.

| know why the Boise Council wants to delay as long as possible, it fixes things in place without having to change and
provide representation to ALL parts of the city. In fact, they haven’t taken any steps as yet to comply with the 2020 law.

Legislators are required to be elected from a geographic district as well as County Commissioners and in Ada County,
ACHD Commissioners. Heck, even the West Ada School district has geographic boundary representation. Shouldn’t we
expect the same of the City Council of the largest city in Idaho?

It’s time for those of us in Boise who don’t live in the North End to have some representation as well.

Please do not approve this bill and allow the City of Boise to once again ignore the population.



